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The  desire  of  intelligent  and  enterprising  colored  people 
to  settle  in  LihenaTand   the  voluntary  applications  from 

mechanics,  farmers,  teachers,  and  preachers  for  assistance, 
have  greatly  increased  and  are  still  increasing.  These 
changes  seem  to  demand  careful  consideration. 

The  following  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Emi- 
gration of  the  American  Colonization  Society  was  prepared 
by  the  Chairman,  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Addison,  and  ap- 
proved and  ordered  to  lie  printed  hv  the  Board  of  Directors, 
January  17,  1883: 

The  Committee  on  Emigration  respectfully  report: 
That  the  work  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  grows  in 
importance  every  year.     The  field  to  which  its  energies  are  con- 
secrated is  becoming  more  and  more  interesting. 

Africa  has  suddenly  become  an  object  of  attention  to  the 
world.  It  is  to-day  the  cynosure  of  the  nations.  Wonderful 
things  are  happening  there.  Christendom  is  ascending  its  riv- 
ers, crossing  its  mountains,  and  traversing  its  plains.  Every- 
where in  its  sequestered  fastnesses  tread  the  feet  of  the  engineer, 
the  discoverer,  and  the  merchant.  The  flag  of  some  European 
civilization  flaps  in  every  breeze.  The  eyes  of  statesmen  are 
on  it.  The  heart  of  the  Christian  philanthropist  beats  in  sym- 
pathy wilh  its  wretchedness.  The  foreign  missionary,  doomed 
by  the  poison  that  lurks  in  its  treacherous  air,  finds  a  grave  on 
its  beautiful  shores. 

Europe  is  all  ablaze  at  last  with  interest  in  Africa.  Thus 
the  way  is  opening  for  the  realization  of  the  hopes  which  have, 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  inspired  this  Society.  The  grand 
future,  before  which  our  long-tried  faith  has  stood  entranced, 
is  now  pledged  to  the  Dark  Continent.  Her  exiled  children  are 
longing  to  be  there  to   take   part   in   the    mighty  movement  of 
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their  Fatherland's  regeneration.  They  feel  that  their  home  is 
not  here.  They  can  find  no  congenial  place  in  this  Anglo-Saxon 
civilization.  The  aspirations  awakened  by  their  freedom  and 
their  growing  intelligence  cannot  be  satisfied  in  their  inevitable 
inferiority  in  the  land  of  strangers.  And  this  is  no  speculation 
of  ours.  We  are  in  receipt  of  many  communications,  brought 
by  almost  every  mail  from  different  parts  of  the  country.  North, 
South,  East,  and  West,  in  which  these  thoughts  are  expressed — 
communications  urging,  pleading,  beseeching,  with  rude  yet 
touching  eloquence,  to  be  relieved  from  the  degradation  of  their 
suppressed  manhood,  manacle  I  energies,  and  crushed  hopes. 
We  have  not  the  time  to  give  extracts  from  these  letters,  and 
this  is  not  the  place  for  them. 

Permit  us,  however,  to  say  here  that  one  of  the  most  enlight- 
ened and  cultured  men  of  their  race  has  declared  within  a  few 
days  "that  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Negro  with  his  condition  in 
this  country  is  becoming  intolerable."  and  '-that  they  will  pour 
into  Liberia  by  thousands  within  a  few  years."  An  irresistible 
necessity  is  forcing  them. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  M.  Turner,  Bishop  of  the  African  M.  K. 
Church,  himself  a  Negro,  and  by  the  duties  of  his  high  office 
brought  into  contact  with  large  numbers  of  his  race  throughout 
the  United  States,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Christina  Recorder, 
says:  " There  never  was  a  time  when  the  colored  people  were 
more  concerned  about  Africa  in  every  respect  than  at  present. 
In  some  portions  of  the  country  it  is  the  topic  of  conversation, 
and  if  a  line  of  steamers  were  started  from  New  Orleans,  Mo- 
bile, Savannah,  or  Charleston,  they  would  be  crowded  to  density 
every  trip  they  made  to  Africa.  There  is  a  general  unrest  and 
a  wholesale  dissatisfaction  among  our  people  in  a  number  of 
sections  of  the  land  to  my  certain  knowledge,  and  they  sigh  for 
conveniences  to  and  from  the  Continent  of  Africa.  Something 
has  to  be  done." 

Do  they  wish  to  go  ?  Liberia  waits  for  them,  longs  for  them, 
knows  that  her  future  depends  on  their  presence.  Thus  only 
can  a  great  Christian  colony  be  established  there  to  shed  the 
light  of  Christ's  Gospel  over  the  spiritual  wastes  of  heathenism, 
and  to  penetrate  the  dense  barbarism  of  ages  with  the  benign 
influences  of  modern  civilization. 


Hence,  as  the  years  roll,  louder  and  still  louder  are  the  de- 
mands upon  this  Society ;  but  our  resources  are  decreasing  as 
our  responsibilities  prow.  We  are  ready  for  the  consummation 
of  our  great  enterprise.  Liberia  is  prepared  for  her  destiny. 
The  golden  harvest  has  come.  Already  dawns  the  day  of  fruition 
for  which  we  have  prayed  and  toiled :  and  yet,  alas,  while  hope 
is  exulting  in  the  tokens  of  victory,  we  are  paralyzed  by  the  in- 
explicable apathy  of  the  world  to  the  transcendant  interests  we 
have  been  almost  frantically  urging  upon  them.  Can  it  be  that 
this  Christian  nation  will  permit  our  grand  old  Society  to  die  in 
the  pregnant  hour  of  its  opportunity  ?  Will  the  Christian  con- 
science of  America  permit  this  flower,  nurtured  by  the  prayers 
and  tears  and  gifts  of  the  good  and  the  great  for  more  than  half 
a  century,  to  wither  and  perish  in  the  very  hour  of  its  rich 
blooming  ?  We  ask  men  to  consider  what  we  have  again  and 
again  pressei  upon  them — to  consider  prayerfully  and  earnestly. 
before  God  and  Jesus  Christ,  who  will  judge  the  quick  and  dead, 
that  this  Society  is  the  hope  of  Liberia,  and  Liberia  is  the  hope 
of  Africa. 

Does  a  continent  containing  myriads  of  souls  whose  destinies 
for  time  and  eternity  are  largely,  in  the  Providence  of  God, 
committed  to  our  sympathies  and  dependent  upon  our  help, 
appeal  in  vain  to  men  consciously  beloved  by  God  and  redeemed 
by  Jesus  Christ  ? 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  finally  recommend  that  this  great 
cause  be  brought  before  the  peoplo  and  pressed  upon  their  at- 
tention with  renewed  zeal  by  every  possible  agency  within  the 
reach  of  the  Society's  means. 

Colonization  Rooms, 

Washington,  D.  C,  1883. 


AMERICAN    COLONIZATION    SOCIETY. 


PRESIDENT  : 

1853.      Hon.   JOHN    H.    B.    LATROBE. 

\Tt  'E-PRESIDENTS : 

1838    Hon.  Henry  A.  Foster,  N.  V.  1874.  Rev. Randol'h S.  Foster.  D.I)., Mass. 

1838.  Hon.  James  Garland.  Virginia.  1874.  Rt.  R>\ .  Win    l?   Stevens,  D.D.,  Pa. 

1841.  Thomas  K.  Hazard.  Esq..  R.  I.  1874.  Hon.  Eli  K.  Price,  Pa. 

1851.  Rev.  Robert  Ryland,  I).  D.,  Ky.  1874.  Rt  Rev.  Gregory  T.  Bedell,  I).  IX,  O. 

1851.  Hon.  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  D.  C.  1875.  Rt.  Rev.  M.  A.  DeW.  Howe,  n.D.,Pa. 

1853.  Hon.  Horatio  Seymour.  X.  V.  1*75.  Samuel   K    \Vil<on,  Esq.,  N.  J. 

1854.  Rev.  Matthew  Simpson,  D  D.,  Pa.    1870.  Re\    Sam'l  E.  Appleton,  D-  D„  Pa. 
1854    Rev.  James  C  Finley,  Illinois.  1*70.  Rev.  J;il.ez  P.   Campbell,  I).  D.,  Pa. 
1854.  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Crockett,  Cal.  1*70.  Rev.H.M  Turner,  D.D..  LL.D.,Ga. 
1859.   lion.  Hi  ni\   M.  Schiefflein,  N.  1"  1877.   Prest    E.'  Gr.  Robinson,  LL.  D,  R.  I. 
1801.  Rev.  J   Maclean,  D.D.,  LL.  1)..  N  J.    1877    Rev.  Joseph  F.  Elder,  D  D.,  N.  Y. 
186(5.  Hon.  James  R.  Doolutle.  Wis.  1-^77.  Rev.  Wm    E.  Selienck,  1>.  1).,  Pa. 
1807    Samuel  A  Crozer,  Esq.,  Pa.  ]>-7s.  Hon   Richard  VV,  Thompson,  Ind. 

1869.  Hon.  Fred.  T.  Frelinghuysen,  N.  J.  187*.  Admiral  Rob' 1  W.  Sliufeldt,  U.S.  N. 
1809.  Rev.  S  Ireiueus  prune,  D.D.N. Y".  1880.  Frauci- T.  King,  Esq.,  Maryland. 

1870.  Rob'i  Art  hington,  I\*q..  England.  ifcfco    Re\   SainlD.  Alexander,  D.D..N.Y. 
1872.  Rev.Edw   1'  Humphrey.  D.D.,  Ky.  1881.  Rev.  Henry  W.Warren,  D.  D.,Ga. 
1672.  H.  Lindsly,  M.D..LL.  1>  .  1>  C.  1882.  Henry  <i.  Marquand,  Esq.,  N.  Y. 


Tin-  figures  before  each  name  indicate  the  year  of  first  election. 

EXEC1  TIVE    COMMITTEE: 

Harvej  Lindsly,  M.  D  .  EL.  1)  ,  Chairman. 
Hon.  Peter  Parker,  Rev.  Thomas  (x   Addison,  I).  D. 

Jud;:e  Charles  C.  Nott,  Rev.  Byron  Sunderland,  D.  D., 

Reginald  Fendall,  Esq.,  Judye  Alexander  B.  Hagner. 

SECRETARY  AXD  TREASURER 
Wnliam  Coppinger. 


